The endangered birdwing pearly mussel 15 only found 1n great mumbers in the
Ducle Raver Due toits dechmng numbers and increasing threats, this small mus-
sel species was listed as endangered by the USFWS in 1976, and was included
ona 1980 list of the “ten most endangered” species.  (Sowrce: Tennessee
Conservationist Magring)

Univeraity of Tennessee researchers found that that a species of owd had been
using the Cheele Bend Cave for up to 16,000 years. By traclang evidence of
changes 1n the owl’s diets over tume, the researchers found that the climate of
Midde Tennessee 12,000 and 16,000 years ago was stmilar to modem-day
Minnesota, and that the Columbia area was an open, grassy plain, much different
than what had been previously believed. Today, the Duck River flows through
forests, cedar glades and agncultural lands. (Sowrce: TDEC Division of
Archaeology Archives)

Tennessee’s State Scemc Rivers Act was rejuvenated in 2001 by Gowv. Sundguist
through a new voluntary program for landowners along the Ducle River to protect
and conserve the pastoral and agnolturl land through winch the nwver flows. At
approzimately 270 miles in length, the Ducle 15 the longest nver contained entire-
ly wathin Tennessee’s borders. (Sowrce. Tennessee Conservationist Magazine)

A Community Resource

Governor Don Sundoquist worleed with the Tennessee Valley Authonty to securs
the return ofthe 12,800 acres originally slated for construchon of Coumbia Dam
to the people of Tennessee. Under the agreement with TVA, the state wall man-
age the land for preservation, recreation, commumty use and water supply.

Hurting opportiuties are available at the Yanahli Raver Wildl fe Management
Area, and camping 15 available on the Duclk Fiver at nearby Henry Hotton State
Parle, located upstream of the scenic niver section in Marshall County. Fishung
on the Ducle 1s always popular, yielding catches of small-mouth bass, spotted
bass, rocl bass and catfish from both boat and banlc along the niver. (Sonurce:
Colunbia Daily Herald)

The Ducle River offers canoeists a relazng and peacefil float. Thereare sand
and gravel bars along the way that provide an opportunity to step out of the
canoe and view the sycamores and willow trees that line the nver’s banks, and
see the herons and wald turkceys that live nearby. The river in this area altemates
between long stretches of deep-flat water pools with occasionally shallow shoals
to humry canoes along. (Sowrce: Bob Duncan Mooy Cowaty Historian)




